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Summary 

 
The paper analyzes the concept of development from an economic, human, social and ecological 

perspective, by analyzing the relevant indicators for each form of development, respectively the 

interaction between the forms of development and their key determinants. The analysis is 

accompanied by a theoretical framework that presents the main events and periods of the last three 

centuries that influenced the development process, namely the industrial revolutions, but also the 

periods that determined the stagnation of recorded progress and even economic regression. At the 

same time, the thesis presents a series of recommendations at the European level regarding 

development and presents the main measures developed by the European Union institutions regarding 

the recovery of economies after suffering from the economic shocks of the last two decades. 

The quantitative analysis of the development phenomenon was carried out by means of the Panel 

technique and specific econometric methods, which facilitated the estimation of the impact of the key 

determinants of development. In this sense, the focus of the paper is directed to two analytical 

dimensions, respectively: (i) the dimension concerning the European Union; (ii) national dimension: 

development regions (NUTS 2) of Romania. In the first stage, in the case of the European Union 

dimension, the impact of human development (represented by the human development index), 

technological development (gross added value generated by the ICT sector) and ecological 

development (greenhouse gas emissions) on economic development was estimated by GDP/capita. 

Subsequently, the impact exerted by human and technological development on social development 

was evaluated, captured by the rate of the population exposed to the risk of poverty and finally the 

relationship between human development, economic development and social development was tested. 

At the level of Romania, the quantitative analysis aims to estimate the impact of the 

GDP/inhabitant, respectively the gross added value generated by the ICT sector on the poverty rate in 

order to investigate the relationship between social and economic development at the level of the eight 

NUTS2 development regions, namely: North-East, South-East, South-Muntenia, South-West Oltenia, 

West, North-West, Center and Bucharest-Ilfov. The analysis shows that for a harmonious
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development at the level of a state, it is necessary to have a collaboration between human, economic, 

social and environmental development. 

Key words: development, human development, economic development, social development, 

economic crisis, industrial revolution, human development index, poverty, GDP/capita, sustainable 

development, recommendations, European Union, NUTS 2, technology, panel. 
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